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Application Phase   

Internal Application at TUM   

I applied to the Entrepreneurship Exchange Program (EEP) as a bachelor student in my second year  
and went on exchange during my fifth semester. The internal application process at TUM was well  
planned out and structured in terms of timing and instructions. We first had to submit our CV  
according to the template provided(which would ease us into the structure that would later be required  
by NUS), transcript, proof of language proficiency, and a motivation letter, which were reviewed as  
part of an internal evaluation before being shortlisted for interviews.   

The evaluation was holistic:  motivation, prior work experience, entrepreneurial mindset, and the 
ability to handle a demanding  workload were all taken into account. This made the process feel fair 
and encouraging, especially for  students who may not have a perfect GPA but bring strong practical 
skills and motivation.   

In my case, we submitted our application documents in December 2024 and were invited to interviews  
in early January 2025. Communication from the TUM side throughout this phase was clear and  
reliable, which made the process much less stressful.   

Application Through NUS   

After being selected by TUM, the process continued with the application through NUS. Compared to  
the internal application, this phase felt much more intense and required careful planning and prompt  
responses. We had to apply through the NUS system, complete several mandatory online courses   
before arrival, get our student ID issued, and at the same time handle visa-related requirements. We 
were notified through email as well, but for urgent things and notifications we also needed to get in 
the telegram group and check the relevant official telegram groups not just during application but also 
throughout the program.  

One of the most important points here is the Work Holiday Pass (WHP). Since it operates under a 
government quota, it is essential to apply as early as possible. To help coordination and make the 
process smooth, you need to keep NUS informed about your visa application as well. While we were 
applying for WHP, we were searching for internships and accommodation. We received guidance on 
how to adapt our CVs to local standards, got one round of feedback, and then submitted a final 
version along with a list of companies we were interested in. Managing all of this in parallel was 
stressful at times, but with good organization and early preparation, it was definitely doable.  

Preparation Phase: Credits, Visa, Scholarship Opportunities  

It is possible to apply for the Erasmus scholarship during this exchange. However, because the 
academic calendars of TUM and NUS do not align perfectly, the scholarship usually only covers one 
TUM semester and therefore does not fully fund the entire exchange period.  

Academically, the maximum number of credits you can earn during the exchange is 18 ECTS. These 
consist of a 12 ECTS project study and one 6 ECTS course. Since we were working full time in a 
fast-paced and demanding work culture while also completing academic assignments, this workload 
already felt quite intense. For me, taking one highly interactive course alongside the project study was 
more than sufficient in terms of effort. However, to complete my degree at the same time I needed to 
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plan my previous semesters such that I took more than 30 ECTS during previous terms to account for 
the missing 12 ECTS for the fifth term.  

Again, I want to emphasize how important it is to apply for the Work Holiday Pass as early as 
possible, and prepare and send off anything related to the application on the NUS side when it comes 
to your matriculation and accommodation as soon as it is made possible, as this was one of the most 
time-critical parts of the preparation phase.  

Arrival at NUS  

Photo taken from the welcome event  
 
Even before arriving in Singapore, we had some online sessions where we were introduced to the 
program and welcomed virtually by NUS. After arrival, a welcome event and introduction program 
were organized, which helped us get to know each other and better understand how the exchange 
would work.During my exchange term, there were some staff changes within the host program. 
Because of this, I’m unable to give fully up-to-date information about the current contact persons at 
NUS. That said, the initial onboarding and welcome activities were handled smoothly.  

Study Program  

Instead of a traditional academic report, we were asked to write a business case study and an 
accompanying teaching note based on our internship company. The process included an initial 
briefing, two online feedback sessions via Zoom, and a final in-person presentation followed by a 
Q&A. The final outcome was then evaluated and converted into the 12 ECTS project study credits.  

In addition to the case study, master’s students could choose from several elective courses. As a 
bachelor student, I was enrolled by default in the Venture Creation course. This turned out to be a 
great experience. The course followed a bootcamp-style format, was highly interactive, and 
complemented the internship very well by focusing on practical entrepreneurship, teamwork, and 
rapid iteration.  

Internship at the Start-up  

My internship was one of the most valuable parts of the entire exchange. I was exposed to a wide 
range of responsibilities early on, which accelerated my learning and required a high level of 
independence. While the pace was demanding, it allowed me to develop confidence quickly and gain 
hands-on experience across multiple areas in a startup setting.  
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One important thing future students should know is an NUS rule regarding internship offers: once you 
receive two offers, you are no longer allowed to continue interviewing or receive additional offers, so 
that other students also get a fair chance. Because of this, it’s important to think realistically about the  
roles you apply for and carefully consider your options early on. You have an opportunity to select 5 
more companies to apply to in case you don't get an interview or offer from the first 5 in a timely 
manner and NUS will do everything on their side to help you out in finding an available position.  

I interned at QD Academy (formerly QuickDesk), where I worked closely with the founding team in a 
cross-functional role covering consulting, business development, sales, digital marketing, and 
operations. I supported end-to-end consulting engagements for AI and ed-tech solutions, worked on 
internal process improvements, and gained hands-on experience in both B2B and B2C contexts. The 
exposure gave me a rare, end-to-end view of how a growing organization operates in practice and 
played a big role in shaping my professional development.  

Life in Singapore  

 
Living in Singapore was an energizing and inspiring experience. The multicultural environment, civic 
pride, and dynamic pace of the city created a motivating atmosphere that made it easy to feel both 
welcomed and constantly curious. Beyond the urban experience, the local wildlife added an 
unexpected and enjoyable dimension to daily life. Seeing monkeys, monitor lizards, and even 
chickens roaming freely around campus and across the city made Singapore feel vibrant, alive, and 
uniquely memorable. Singapore quickly became a place I genuinely enjoyed living in, not just 
studying or working in.  
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The city’s infrastructure and public transport system are extremely well organized and usually very 
punctual. As exchange students, we unfortunately cannot benefit from local student transport 
discounts. In my case, paying per ride by tapping my card was cheaper than getting a monthly 
subscription, which was also true for many of my peers. Singapore is largely cashless, and most 
payments can be made by card. However, some hawker centres and smaller restaurants require either 
cash or PayNow, a QR-based payment system linked to a Singaporean bank account. PayNow is 
widely used and incredibly convenient once set up.  

Food plays a huge role in daily life. Hawker centres offer a wide variety of affordable and 
high-quality meals and are often cheaper than cooking for yourself. I was lucky enough to stay at 
N-House, where I had access to a dining hall and relatively affordable rent. Personally, I really  
enjoyed the local cuisine, especially since I like spicy food. While the dining hall food was generally 
okay, I would definitely recommend exploring hawker centres and local restaurants for a more 
authentic experience. Some friends who were less used to spicy food found parts of the local cuisine 
more challenging. Towards the end of my exchange, after the local academic term ended, most 
students had already left and the dining hall was closed. During weekends, food options were also 
limited, so I relied more on food delivery or simple meals that could be prepared in a microwave, as 
communal kitchens were sometimes insufficient.  

Additional Notes and Advice for Future Students  

Academic Planning and Credit Recognition 
I completed my exchange before starting my bachelor’s thesis. To meet TUM’s credit requirements in 
time, I deliberately overloaded my schedule in earlier semesters and attended some mandatory 
fourth-term courses remotely, later completing their make-up exams. This planning allowed me to go 
on exchange without delaying my studies too much. 
That said, one thing to be aware of is that NUS can take up to three months after completion to issue 
official documents, and TUM may take additional time to approve credits. This means you might need 
to communicate proactively with potential thesis supervisors and ask for some flexibility. Long-term 
planning is absolutely essential, and students should either be prepared to overload earlier semesters 
or accept the possibility of extending their studies. 

Accommodation and Dorm Life  

 
Photo taken from my room in Kent Ridge Hall                          Photo of my block at Kent Ridge Hall  
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Accommodation, especially N-House, is limited and competitive. Participation in community 
activities and showing interest in entrepreneurship can play an important role in the selection 
process.  

Most campus housing does not allow air conditioning, which can be challenging given Singapore’s 
hot and humid climate. Additionally, in non-apartment-style housing, staff and residential fellows 
have access cards and may enter rooms for maintenance or checks. While this does not happen often, 
it can feel uncomfortable if you value privacy highly. The campus is smoke-free, and alcohol 
consumption is not permitted in residential halls, which may or may not align with everyone’s 
lifestyle.  

Practical Arrival Tips  

Once you arrive, I strongly recommend setting up a local phone number as soon as possible(it is 
required for your resident permit appointment and bank account) and opening a Singaporean bank 
account as soon as possible. While services like Revolut or Wise are widely available and useful, 
receiving a salary and using PayNow which is a widely used payment method in Singapore, requires a 
local bank account.  

Final Thoughts  

Looking back, this exchange was intense, challenging, yet incredibly rewarding. Beyond the skills I 
gained, it changed how I think about work, responsibility, and collaboration in an international setting. 
Despite some organizational and logistical challenges, the experience gave me clarity, confidence, and 
lasting connections, and I would wholeheartedly recommend it to students who are willing to plan 
carefully and embrace a demanding but deeply enriching journey.  
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