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Application phase 

Regarding the Application phase, there is not much to talk about. I’d recommend everyone to take 

part in the Online Meetings and read the experience reports online in the TUM SOM downloadcenter. 

Keep in mind that the most important factor for the successful application is your personality and 

your motivation. So be open and honest in your application and during your interview! 

 

Preparation  

After being accepted, I had the chance to meet the other participants and the coordinators. There we 

got more information on how to proceed and what are the most important tasks now: Finding an 

internship place and an accommodation. For the first part we received a lot of help of our contact 

persons at ESADE. They sent us a list of possible Startups and different portals, but they also used 

their network to us find suitable positions. I’d recommend to start the search early on, because it will 

take some time. 

Looking for an apartment I can recommend the website “Idealista” and the Districts of Gracia and el 

Raval for the most active social work. El Raval has some bad rumors about it, but it’s authentic and 

has a lot of cool spots. Just look alive! I lived in el barrio Gotico, which was super central but 

therefore pretty touristic.  

Something to keep in mind is that on these websites you often have to pay an agency fee of one 

month rent and some tips are to write them in Spanish and to highlight the fact that you have a 

workplace in Barcelona. Some also only start the rent in September, so maybe rent an AirBnB for the 

last week of August.  

Almost everyone I knew came by plane, but I’d recommend taking the train if you have the time. Not 

only because you get the green travel bonus, but also because you can take as much baggage with 

you as you want and because there is the Erasmus x Interrail ticket where you can use 4 travel days in 

6 months meaning you have two extra travel days, which you can use in Spain. I used this for a 

weekend trip to Madrid! 

Lastly, it’s a great advantage if you can speak Spanish or even better Catalan. Not for the Erasmus 

part, there everyone speaks English, but for the internship and other social aspects. You just connect 

better with the people, if you speak their language. And speaking just a little Catalan will get you a 

long way, because the Catalans are really proud and a bit closed towards people moving to Barcelona 

(Gentrification and history…).  If they notice that you care about their culture, they will appreciate it! 

So take that Spanish or Catalan course at TUM. 

Arrival at ESADE  

But also take the Spanish course at Esade in the week before University begins. Almost every 

incoming Esade Erasmus student takes it and it’s the perfect opportunity to meet the first people. 

Esade & the ESN offer a lot of activities for the Erasmus people. Specially in the beginning it’s really 

recommendable. In my experience everyone is really open and nice and it’s easy to meet new friends.  

 

 

 



Study program  

We took part in two courses, which took place on one day of the week. One lesson was two and a 

half hours long and has way less participants (<60) than we are used to at TUM. Coming to every 

lecture and an active participation in class is also a part of the final grade! 

The “Launching and Leading a Venture” course war really interesting, because we took part in a 

business simulation of Harvard and interesting guest-lectures. 

The other one was about the problem of global warming and how different companies approach this 

crisis. It was a bit less active than the other one, but also interesting! 

We didn’t have any exams but multiple assignments and presentations during the semester. So, in 

total the workload summed up to the rest of this university day.  

Internship at the start-up  

I worked at Busup, a Scaleup focusing on the commuting of companies. I worked in the Global 

Business Development team and was responsible for the expansion in new European markets. I 

prepared the market research and the analyzation where to enter in the next years. Furthermore, I 

assisted in Operations and Sales in other countries. The team was really young, nice and welcoming. 

We did a lot of activities outside of the office, like going out to eat, to party or to play padel.   

Life in Barcelona  

Life in Barcelona is really great! There is a lot of culture and activities. Sundays the museums are 

cheaper and there are also great flea markets. Nightlife is also great with a huge number of cool bars 

and great clubs in the area. Having the beach 20min away from the city center is pure luxury (Better 

don’t go to Barceloneta). But also, the location of the city provides a lot of possibilities for 

day/weekend trips. Hiking and skiing in the Pyreneans or visiting small cities at the coast. If you have 

a bit more time, you can also do a part of the camino de Santiago or book a flight to Morrocco. Flights 

are really cheap from Barcelona.  

Enjoy your time! 

 

 

 


